
jesus’ love —
a gift for you
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BY MARIA FONTAINE

JESUS’

Christmas Wish list

SINCE IT’S JESUS’ 
BIRTHDAY, it makes sense 
that we would want to give 
Him something special, like 
we often give gifts to our loved 
ones or do something special 
for them on their birthdays. 
But what do you give to the 
King of the universe, the One 
who has everything? I was 
mulling over that question 
when it occurred to me that 
we could simply ask Him 
what He would like most 
from us. Here are six of His 
answers:

The Gift of Love
You know how it is about 

birthdays—everyone likes to 
feel special on their special 
day. Well, I’m no different, 
and Christmas is My birthday.

What do I want most?—
You! Having you and your 
love means more to Me than 
anything else. At this special 
time when everyone likes to 
get together with those who 
mean the most to them, I 
want to get together with 
you. That would make My 
birthday extra special this 
year—having some special 
time with you.
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It doesn’t have to be a big, 
elaborate thing. I’m pretty 
easy to please in that way. I 
just want to be with you. We 
can do whatever you’d like, 
just so long as we’re together, 
you and I. We can sit and chat, 
or we can read something 
meaningful together and stop 
and reflect on it. Or we can 
tell each other what we love 
and appreciate about each 
other. These are some ideas of 
ways you can show that you 
love Me and haven’t forgotten 
whose birthday it is.

The Gift of Giving
Christmas is a time of 

giving. It’s when My Father 
gave His only begotten Son, 
Me, to the world. It’s when 
I came to earth that I might 
lay down My life in order to 
give eternal life to all who 
would receive it. It’s when 
people give gifts to others 
in commemoration of the 
gifts that My Father and I 
gave them. This Christmas, 
I ask you to give Me the gift 
of giving. Give to others, as 
you would give to Me. 

Christmas celebrates God’s 
“goodwill to men,” but I want 
it to also be a time of man’s 
“goodwill to men.” Take a 
moment to ask Me what you 
could do for someone else. 
Return My Father’s goodwill 
by sharing some of your own.

The Gift of a Thankful 
Heart

Thank Me for everything 
that happened to you this 
past year. Thank Me for the 
blessings, and thank Me for 
the tests and challenges that 
strengthened your character. 
Thank Me for the love that 
you received from others, and 
praise Me for opportunities to 
show love to others. Thank 
Me for everything.

It brings Me joy to hear 
your thankful praises. They 
bond your heart with Mine 
and draw us closer, and they 
can make this Christmas the 
best you’ve yet experienced. 
And it doesn’t have to stop 
after Christmas. Whenever 
something happens that 
makes you happy or makes 
you feel loved, thank Me 
for that gift. Then it will 
be a personal gift exchange 

AS YOU ENJOY THE BLESSINGS OF 

CHRISTMAS, STOP AND THINK ABOUT THE 

MEAGER CIRCUMSTANCES JESUS WAS BORN 

INTO. HE HAD SO MUCH, YET BECAME SO 

LITTLE. HE BECAME NOTHING SO THAT WE 

COULD HAVE EVERYTHING. ALL THAT WE 

HAVE, WE OWE TO HIM.
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between you and Me. I give 
you blessings to make you 
happy, and you make Me 
happy by giving Me thanks. 
As you continue to thank Me 
for everything, I’ll give you 
more and every day will be 
like Christmas. 

The Gift of Prayer
It’s a sacrifice to pray for 

others. It costs you time and 
effort, but it’s a sacrifice that 
pleases Me. 

If you haven’t made prayer 
a habit, don’t worry; I see 
your heart. If you don’t know 
where to start, don’t worry; I 
see your heart. If you don’t 
feel eloquent, don’t worry; I 
see your heart. If you think 
you don’t have much faith, 
don’t worry; I see your heart. 

It’s your love and concern that 
moves My hand to meet the 
needs of those you pray for.

So put your love into 
action, your faith to work, 
and My promises to the test 
by praying for others, and I 
will more than repay.

The Gift of Forgiveness
Christmas is a wonderful 

time of year to make things 
right. And making things right 
often starts with you taking 
the step to forgive someone, 
even if you feel that the 
other person is the one who 
should be seeking forgiveness. 
Has someone said or done 
something that has hurt you? 
Forgive. Are you harboring 
bitterness in your heart toward 
someone? Forgive.

The Gift of Sharing My 
Love

I would have gladly come 
to earth to live and die for you 
alone, but I also love everyone 
else in the world just as much. 
I want nothing more than for 
everyone to have a chance 
to experience that love, but 
many don’t even know such 
love exists. They need someone 
to tell them and show them.

It has been rightly said 
that I have no hands but your 
hands, no feet but your feet, 
no eyes but your eyes, and no 
mouth but yours. If you want 
to give Me a truly wonderful 
gift this Christmas, lend Me 
the use of you. Let Me fill 
you with My love, and then 
let that love flow through you 
to others.  e
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You may think you have little to offer others that would 
make a difference in their lives, but that’s not so. This list 
shows how you can give by bestowing on others gifts that 
will be treasured forever, starting with… 

The 
Gift 

of
By Dee Ann Ludwig

As Ralph Waldo Emerson 

said, “The only gift is a 

portion of one’s self.” And 

that’s what these twelve 

gifts are—gifts of you. They 

cost nothing, but are some 

of the most precious pres-

ents you can give to your 

friends and family. Their 

effects can last a lifetime.

The Gift of Time
In our busy world, the phrase “I don’t have time 

to…” has become a universal complaint.
Like a growing plant, any relationship between 

two people can thrive only if it receives care.
Most human relationships profit from a simple 

tonic that is called “tincture of time.” A chatty
phone call to an unhappy friend or a half-hour visit 

to an aunt who lives alone can mean a lot,
but costs very little.

The Gift of Good Example
Most people learn fundamental attitudes and 

behavior by observing others. Be a good example 
by handling difficult situations in a mature manner.

The Gift of Acceptance
Many problems between husbands and wives 

or between friends begin when one person tries to 
change the other to t preconceived notions. But did 
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you know that often people begin to shed 
bad habits once they are accepted the way 
they are?

The Gift of Seeing the Best in 
people

When we expect people to respond in a 
positive way, they usually do.

The Gift of Giving Up a Bad Habit
All of us have habits that annoy those we 

love. What a great gift it would be if you 
could give up an unpleasant or unhealthy 
habit.

The Gift of Teaching
Helping someone you love learn 

something new is an important investment 
in his or her future happiness. Sharing our 
talents with others is a good way to show 
our love.

The Gift of Listening
Few of us know how to listen effectively. 

Too often we interrupt or act disinterested 
when someone else is talking.

The Gift of Letting Others Give
     When we let others give to us, and 

when we accept their gifts in a gracious 
manner, we may be giving them one of the 
most important gifts of all.

The Gift of Fun
There are people who “wet blanket” 

the happiness of those around them, while 
others lead people into nding fun in 
ordinary events.

The Gift of Privacy
Too often we tend to smother those we 

love with questions and demands on their 
time. Each of us has a need for companionship 
and a need for privacy. Relinquish some of 
your natural curiosity occasionally and give 
those you love the right to private thoughts 
and unshared feelings.

The Gift of Self esteem
It’s hard to resist the temptation to give 

unwanted or unnecessary advice and help to 
those we love. Such advice may unwittingly 
cripple a person’s self-esteem. 

The Gift of Self disclosure
Relationships can either grow and 

expand, or become stale and decline. 
Self-disclosure—letting someone else 
discover more about you—can turn a 
wilting relationship into a ourishing 
one. It can also help sustain an already 
healthy friendship or marriage. Bottling 
up feelings, resentments and hopes is not 
only unhealthy, it also deprives others of 
truly knowing who you are. ≥
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Christmas is not made special by presents, 
decorations, and parties, but by what we give 
to Jesus and to others from our hearts. Giving 
from our hearts demonstrates true gratitude 
and appreciation for all God has given us.  
—Alex Peterson

A thoughtful Christmas gift 
doesn't have to cost a lot of 
money or require hours of 
searching through crowded 
malls. All that is needed is your 
big heart and an imagination.
—Linda King

A  C H R I S T M A S  P R A Y E R

 Loving God, help us to remember the birth of Jesus that 
we may share in the songs of the angels, the gladness of the 

shepherds, and the worship of the wise men. Close the door of hate 
and open the door of love all over the world. Let kindness come 
with every gift and good desires with every greeting. Deliver 

us from evil by the blessing which Christ brings. May our 
minds be filled with grateful thoughts and our hearts 

with forgiveness, for Jesus’ sake. Amen.
—Robert Louis Stevenson

Christmas is most truly 
Christmas when we celebrate 
it by giving the light of love to 
those who need it most. —Ruth 
Carter Stapleton 



My gift to you
FROM JESUS WITH LOVE

Love—this is My special gift for you. Love that knows no boundaries. Love that 
does not judge you by the color of your skin, the way you look, or how you 
speak. Love that gives. Love that shares. Love that cares. Love that is vibrant, 
warm, and kind. Love that is unconditional and forever.

Love that is patient in a world of intolerance. Love that is understanding 
when others fail to see into your heart. Love that is kind and tender when all 
else around you seems cold and hard. Love that comforts you in your sorrow, 
that consoles you when you’re lonely, that gives you a helping hand when you’re 
down. Love that is full of happiness and laughter. Love that brings peace in the 
midst of stormy weather. Love that always finds a way.

My love is always there for you—any place, any time, day or night. My love 
will descend to any depth to save, go any length to rescue. It knows no stopping 
place, no limit. I give you My love, infinite and true.

My love brings peace of mind when you are confused, rest when you are 
weary, and strength when you feel you cannot go on. My love will calm your 
fears and give you courage in the face of despair. My love can heal when your 
body is broken; it can soothe your heartaches and pain. My love will ease your 
mind when it is troubled and weary; it will melt away tension, worry, and strain.

My love is My Christmas gift for you.


